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An introduction to Avenir
Avenir is a geometric sans serif humanist typeface which was designed by Adrian Fruitger and released 

by Linotype-Hell AG in1988.  Adrian Fruitiger was a Swiss typeface designer who was a hugely 
influential figure in typography, as well as Avenir he has also designed other significant fonts such as 
Univers and Fruitger. Fruitger said that creating sans serif fonts as one of his ‘main life’s work’ this is 

because he found it difficult design serif fonts.

Inspiration and origin
The word Avenir is French for ‘future’. It was inspired by other early geometric sans serif 
typefaces such as Erbar (1922 – Jakob Erbar) and Futura (1927 – Paul Renner). When it was 

originally released, it had three weights, each with a roman and oblique version. Then later 
it was expanded to six weight, again with a roman and oblique version. It was then 

completely reworked together with Akira Koyayashi in 2004, producing Avenir Next. 
However Avenir isn’t purely geometric, the vertical strokes are thicker than the 

horizontal strokes, and the ‘o’ isn’t a perfect circle, it also has shortened ascenders. 
The result of this increased legibility and gives Avenir a harmonious and sensible 

appearance for both text and headlines. The characteristics of Avenir is a horizontal 
tail on the Q, squared off end to G with bar extending to left and flat section below, 

a double story a, single story g, flat top vertices, pointed bottom vertex on M. In 
comparison to Futura the x-height and aperture are larger.

Using Avenir
Avenir is said to be different from typefaces like Futura because all of its 
weights are reasonably similar, however each weight is designed for a 

different use. For example, Avenir book is mostly used for blocks of text, 
whereas Avenir light is better used to add contrast to a heading for 

example.  Avenir has also been used by a variety of different 
companys, such as Dwell magazine, Scottish water, Red lion hotels 

and LG electronics.
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